
 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
February 16, 2022 
 

If you wish, you may place your offering in the offertory basin at the door before the start 

of the liturgy 

 

Prelude    

 Bell calling us together 

Opening Hymn   #533 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

And Blessed be God’s Kingdom, both now and forever. Amen 

 

 



The Collect for Purity – Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; 
and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the 
help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in 
will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

and make mere flesh their strength,  

whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 



They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

in an uninhabited salt land. 

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

whose trust is the LORD. 

They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 

and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

The heart is devious above all else; 

it is perverse--  

who can understand it? 

I the LORD test the mind 

and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways, 

according to the fruit of their doings. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 



6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

The New Testament 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is 

no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 

been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 

and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 

because we testified of God that he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that 

the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those 

also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, 

we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

 

The Gospel 

Luke 6:17-26 

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great 

crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and 

the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 

diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the 

crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 

for yours is the kingdom of God. 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now,  

for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now,  

for you will laugh. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 

and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap 

for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their 

ancestors did to the prophets." 

"But woe to you who are rich, 

for you have received your consolation. 



"Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry. 

"Woe to you who are laughing now, 

for you will mourn and weep. 

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets." 

 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the    Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Jesus had his own definition of who are happy and who are to be pitied. Let us ask him 
that we may judge and live not by our standards but by his, and let us say:          R/ 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

–          For the poor, that the Lord may fulfill their expectations; for the satisfied, that the 
Lord may change their hearts and make them capable of love, let us pray:               R/ 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

–          For those who are hungry, that the Lord himself may give them the bread of 
eternal life and inspire us to give them the bread of each day; and for those who are 
now filled with themselves, that he may arouse their hunger and open them to trust in 
him, let us pray:                                      R/ Lord, hear our prayer. 

–          For those who now weep, that the Lord may console them with his love; and for 
those who now laugh, that he may remind them of the seriousness of life and make 
them capable of reflection, let us pray: R/ Lord, hear our prayer. 

–          For those who are hated, insulted, rejected, that the Lord may unite their 
sufferings to his own; for those who are praised and flattered, that he may wake them 
up from their self-complacency and reveal to them also the mystery of his cross, let us 
pray:                                                  R/ Lord, hear our prayer. 

. I Invite you to share any intentions you may wish to share now with the 
community…(pause) … for all of these we pray.                                                            R/ 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

God our Father, 
you appeal to us today through your Son 
to choose freely and responsibly 
the kind of happiness that endures. 
Let the gospel of your Son shock us 
into recognizing the emptiness and poverty 
of material riches and human power 
and fill our poverty 
with the riches and freedom 
of your truth, your love and justice, 
which you offer us through Jesus, 
your risen Son and our Lord for ever. R/ Amen. 

 

 
 
 



Hear the words of our Savior Jesus Christ: ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 
and confess them in penitence and faith. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
In the tender mercy of our God the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, to give 
light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 

 
Hymn for the Preparation of the Table and Gifts    
 
Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
Praise God all Creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost   Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you  

And also with you  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  



It is right to give God thanks and praise. All honor and praise be yours always and 

everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God, through Jesus Christ your only Son our 

Lord: Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 

caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory shining  

in the face of your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord.: Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the 

glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, 
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 



it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN 

 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father… 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Redeemer, Redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The gifts of God for the People of God, take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you and feed on him in your hearts by faithe with thanksfiving. 

Act of Spiritual Communion for those at home:   In union, O Lord, with the faithful of 

your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer you 

praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish 

that we may always be united to you. And sacramentally, we beseech you to come 



spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love 

of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you 

live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen 

Communion Hymn     Here I Am lyrics on last page 

 

Prayer after Communion Let us pray 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your hearts with 

the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing  

Closing Hymn # 688… 

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 Postlude    Gabriel’s Oboe 

 
Pray for the Healing & Support: 
We pray for Scott Miller, Betianne Morritt, Mark Capellino’s Mother and their continued 
recovery  
We pray for Ukraine, the Sudan, for the Holy Land and the Middle East for peace and 
for safety. For all those suffering from extreme weather in our country and around the 
world. 
For those grieving loved ones, for those who are ill, for all those who serve the sick, the 
needy and those in prison, for those who are anxious or fearful.  For all those in the 
midst of war or natural disasters  and we pray for... 
Barbara Brigham, Barbara Allen-Leiblein, Jean Adams, Kathy Cogan, Bob Fisher, 
Sharon Gibbs, Kathryn James,  Bob and Virginia Springsteen,  Valerie Capon, Louie 
Cicero, Linda Armbruster, Sr. Tina Ferrio, Andrew Kuhn, Sr. Joy Wright, and all our 
parishioners living with cancer, known or undetected & for all those who participate in a 
12 step group here at St. Mary Call in any requests or corrections to the office. (631) 
749-0777 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What Can I Do Before Lent Begins? 

Creighton University 

Anything worth doing is worth preparing for. 

Just imagine that this Lent is going to be different from every other Lent we've experienced.  Imagine 

that there will be many graces offered me this year.  Let's even imagine that God is going to help 

transform our lives, with greater freedom, greater joy, deeper desires for love and service. 

If we want it, we will choose it. 

Lent will be this wonderful season of grace for us if we give ourselves to it.  And, we will give ourselves 

to it to the degree we really want it badly.  So, in these days before Lent, we need to prepare our 

hearts.  We need to prepare by realizing how much we want to grow in freedom, how much we need to 

lighten our spirits and experience some real joy, and how much some parts of our lives really need 

changing.  

So, preparing our hearts is a process of preparing our desires.  This means practicing our sense of 

anticipation.  If I imagine Lent as an "ordeal" or a time I dread in some way, then I've already pre-disposed 

myself to not get very much out of it.  These days before Lent are a time to start anticipating something 

wonderful that is about to happen. 

Our Focus:  On what God wants to give us. 



Our sense of excitement and anticipation will grow more easily if we begin to imagine what God wants 

to give us.  There is really something coming that we can truly look forward to.  If we get too focused on 

ourselves, and what we are going to do or not do, we could risk missing the gift God wants to give 

us.  We have to keep aware of the fact that grace comes from God.  This is about God's great desire to 

bless us.  Then, it is easier for us to imagine that what we really want to do is place ourselves in a space 

to receive what God wants to give us. 

Not starting from a dead stop. 

Taking some time to get ready for Lent will ensure that we aren't going to miss the first week or two of 

Lent, because we are just getting started.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, but we want to be ready to 

really take off on that day, rather than just beginning to think about Lent on that day.  Part of what makes 

a vacation or a special anniversary so special is the build-up to it.  

Before we get to Ash Wednesday, we should start asking ourselves some questions and we should start 

with some preparations.  "What does God want to give me this year?"  This question may require that I 

slow down a bit and listen to my inner spirit.  For example, even if I'm very busy, I realize I'm hungry 

when I hear my stomach start "growling."  "What am I going to be doing on Ash Wednesday?"  Too often, 

Ash Wednesday is like every other day, except that I manage to get to church and get ashes on my 

forehead.  Is there anything else I can do on Ash Wednesday?  How will fasting and abstaining happen 

for me, for my family on that special day?  

Lent is not something I need to do alone. 

If I have a spouse, or children, or some close friends, or distant e-mail companions, I can begin now to 

talk about how we will support each other in this Lenten journey.  The anticipation and the preparation 

is transformed with the companionship of family and close friends.  We shouldn't be deterred by the fear 

that our spouse or children or friends "won't be into it."  Jesus said, "Fear is useless; what's needed is 

trust."  Let's begin now to tell others about our desires.  Let's help support others' expectations.  Let's 

help others see that Lent doesn't have to be something I avoid, and certainly can't be reduced to "giving 

up candy."  We can help our loved ones to begin to imagine what they could receive from God in these 

days. 

Ash Wednesday is a great place to start with our planning.  "What are we going to eat?"  We shouldn't 

be embarrassed if we really haven't fasted in a long time, or perhaps ever before.  We can plan 

to intentionally have only one full meal on Ash Wednesday.  We can make that meal very meaningful 

and symbolic.   

Getting ready, means getting my house ready, too.  And, it can mean lots of choices. 

It doesn't take a lot of time to prepare for the beginning of Lent.  It just takes desire and focus.  God can 

do so much with that.  We can give God more of a space to touch our hearts if we begin to establish 

some simple patterns.  We could  wake up each morning, and for something like a half a minute to a 

minute, stand by the edge of our beds, and just ask the Lord for the grace to let this day be one in which 

I long for the beginning of Lent.  Perhaps we need to ask for specific helps or graces to get ready to 

begin Lent.  Whatever we try to say, our Lord can understand the Spirit trying to speak through our 



simple words.  And all it takes is the time to find and put on our slippers.  And each night, in the days 

ahead, we can practice giving thanks to God before I go to bed.  This simple pattern, in the morning and 

evening can stir our spirits to look forward to and prepare for Lent, as a season of grace. 

May our Lord bless us all on this journey ahead. 

 


